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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  for  the  year  1950. 

During  the  year  the  health  of  the  community  has  continued  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  is 
the  same  as  that  given  for  1949,  i.e.  20,180.  The  Birth  Rate  shows 
an  increase  on  the  figure  for  last  year,  and  although  the  Death  Rate 
was  also  slightly  higher,  both  figures  bear  favourable  comparison  with 
those  given  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  In  this  respect 
it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number 
of  deaths  by  134.  It  is  also  very  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Maternal 
Mortality  Rate  is  nil,  and  whilst  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  27.5 
is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure,  it  too  is  lower  than  the  correspond- 
ing figure  for  England  and  Wales,  namely  29.8. 

Apart  from  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  there  has 
been  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  district. 

Housing  continues  to  present  one  of  the  most  pressing  problems 
throughout  the  country,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  state  that  the  Council 
is  still  continuing  to  maintain  a most  vigorous  policy  on  this  matter. 

Although  the  disposal  of  cesspool  effluent  is  being  carried  out 
in  a satisfactory  manner,  the  demands  on  this  service  have  again  been 
heavy  and  are  still  increasing.  Similarly,  demands  on  the  Pail 
Emptying  Service  have  increased  rapidly  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  difficulty  was  being  experienced  in  maintaining  the  regularity 
of  collection. 

The  results  of  much  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  Clean 
Food  Campaign  became  more  apparent  during  the  year  and  it  can 
be  said  that  the  response  has  been  most  encouraging.  In  this  respect 
I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Atkin,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  large 
part  he  has  played  in  making  the  Campaign  such  a success.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  continued  progress  will  be  rnaintained  during  the 
forthcoming  year. 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
assistance  given  to  me  by  all  other  officials  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  SMEATON, 

August,  1951.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  84,398 

Population  (estimated  for  year) 20,180 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 5,980 

Rateable  Value  ...  ' £53,820 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £211 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  social  conditions  of.  the  District 


during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  17.9 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

(adjusted  by  comparability  factor)  ...  18.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  16.3 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 11.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted  by 
comparability  factor)  1/^-^ 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate- (per  1,000  total  births) Nil. 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 27.5 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29.8 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 
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Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  19.3 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  20.9 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  Nil. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-year  population,  20,180 
is  the  same  figure  as  for  the  previous  year,  1949.  The  number  of 
births  for  the  year  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  134. 

BIRTHS  : 

A total  of  363  live  births  (194  males,  169  females)  were  registered 
during  1950.  This  figure  gives  a birth  rate  of  17.9  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum,  an  increase  of  1.6  per  1,000  on  the  rate  for 
the  previous  year.  After  the  application  of  the  comparability  factor, 
which  is  intended  to  afford  a means  of  adjustment  to  make  allowance 
for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different 
areas,  a birth  rate  of  18.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  arrived  at, 
which  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1950,  which  was  15.8. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  28  (12  males,  16 
females)  which  is  7.7%  of  the  total  live  births.  This  is  a considerable 
increase  on  the  figure  for  1949,  which  was  15,  and  is  the  highest  since 
1945. 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  6 still  births  registered  (4  males,  2 females)  giving 
a still  birth  rate  of  16.3  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  Taken 
as  a rate  per  1,000  of  the  estirqated  resident  population  a figure  of 
0.3  is  arrived  at,  which  is  slightly  lower  than  the  figure  given  by 
the  Registrar-General  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  namely 
0.37. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths  under  this 
heading  in  1950. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (5  males, 
5 females).  The  death  rate  of  27.5  per  1,000  live  births  is  higher 
than  the  figure  for  1949  which  was  24.3  but  it  compares  favourably 
with  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1950,  which 
was  29.8. 
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Figures  arc  also  available  in  respect  of  infant  deaths  under 
4 weeks  of  age  ; the  total  for  the  year  being  7 (5  males,  2 females). 
The  resulting  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  is  19.3. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES : 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  District  after  de- 
duction of  those  occurring  in  non-residents  and  addition  of  deaths  of 
residents  which  occurred  outside  the  District  is  229.  This  figure 
gives  a death  rate  of  11.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  annum, 
an  increase  of  1.4  per  1,000  on  the  rate  for  the  previous  year. 

The  application  of  the  comparability  factor  gives  a rate  of 
■Z.  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1950  which  was  11.6. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland  County 
Council  through  the  County  Transport  Department. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE  SERVICES  : 

These  services  continue  to  be  administered  by  the  Holland  County 
Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  provision  and 
administration  of  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  is  variously  delega- 
ted to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried  out 
at  the  Health  Centre,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Council.  Further  details  of  the  number  of  cases  of  Scabies  dealt 
with  will  be  found  in  Section  C of  this  Report. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  ; 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  the  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE  : 

Samples  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of 
food  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  at  Lincoln. 
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The  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene,  London,  have  continued  to  carry  out  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  water  samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 
Samples  of  effluents  from  the  sewage  works  have  been  examined  by 
the  public  analyst  at  Nottingham. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  SECTION  47  : 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section. 


SECTION  C. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  the  numbers  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the 
total  number  of  deaths. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1950. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic  

7 

5 

7 

2 

Non-Paralytic  

3 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Chickcnpox  

63 

63 

2 

Nil. 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Erysipelas  

4 

4 

2 

Nil. 

Food  Poisoning  

3 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Measles  

324 

324 

3 

Nil. 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Pneumonia  

11 

11 

Nil. 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Scabies  

6 

6 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever  

10 

10 

2 

Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  

83 

83 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Although  a widespread  epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  again  occurred 
throughout  the  country  during  1950  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  few 
cases  were  notified  in  the  District.  Seven  Paralytic  cases  were  re- 
ported, five  of  which  were  later  confirmed.  Two  of  the  patients  died 
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following  admission  to  Hospital,  but  the  three  remaining  cases 
recovered  and  were  later  discharged.  Of  the  three  Non-Paralytic 
cases  notified  two  were  confirmed  but  both  patients  eventually  re- 
covered . 

An  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  resulted  in  324  cases 
being  notified  as  compared  with  70  in  1949.  This  was  due  mainly 
to  an  epidemic  which  occurred  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  and 
which  coincided  with  an  unusually  heavy  epidemic  in  the  Borough 
of  Boston  where  826  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

The  only  other  notifiable  disease  where  the  rate  of  notification 
showed  an  appreciable  difference  was  Chickenpox,  63  cases  being 
notified  as  compared  with  171  in  1949. 

The  complete  absence  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  District  is 
noted  with  pleasure,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  satisfactory 
position  owes  much  to  the  fact  that  children  are  immunised  at  an 
early  age.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents  will  continue  to  take 
advantage  of  the  excellent  facilities  available. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  63  visits  in  con- 
nection with  investigation  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  and  19 
disinfections  were  carried  out. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ; 

Gases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the  control 
of  Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincolnshire  Area. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year. 


Age  Groups 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non -Respiratory 

M F. 

Respiratory 

M.  1 F. 

Non*  Respiratory 

M ■ F ' 

1 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

— 

i 

- 1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

15—25 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

25—35 

2 

o 

iU 



2 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— — 

— — . 

— 



— 

— 

45—55 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

— . 

55—65 

1 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

10 

10 

1 

— 1 1 

— 

5 

— 

2 
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TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  : 


The  Holland  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
facilities  and  for  the  cleansing  of  all  persons  requiring  treatment,  the 
cost  of  such  treatments  in  respect  of  persons  other  than  school  children 
being  charged  to  the  District  Council.  To  ensure  that  infected  persons 
receive  early  treatment,  details  of  all  notifications  received  by  the 
Health  Department  are  immediately  passed  to  the  County  Council 
for  attention. 

Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  6 

Treatment  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing  Centre  : — 

Children  of  school  age 1 

All  persons  not  of  school  age 8 

Total  9 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  ; 

All  immunisation  work  within  the  District  is  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Holland  County  Council.  Below  are  given  details  of  the 
number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  — 

Children  under  5 years  of  age 208 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age 17 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  given  “ Booster  ” 

courses  309 


SECTION  D. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Length  of  water  mains  laid  during  year 

1950  2,758  yards. 

Total  length  of  mains  in  use  during  1950  37 1|  miles. 

Consumption  of  water  in  1950  128,87.8,000  gallons. 

Average  consumption  per  day  353,000  gallons. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  served  ...  5,284 

Number  of  population  served  17,980 


8 


DETAILS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  SUPPLIED  BY  PUBLIC 
' WATER  MAINS  AS  AT  31.12.50  : 


Parish. 

No.  of  Dwellings 
Supplied. 

Population 
Served . 

Algarkirk  

152 

532 

Amber  Hill  

137 

479 

Bicker  

214 

714 

Benington  

144 

476 

Brothertoft  

136 

476 

Butterwick  

161 

550 

Fishtoft  

344 

1,064 

Frampton  

343 

1,158 

Fosdyke  

131 

452 

Freiston  

287 

983 

Harts  Grounds  & Pelhams  Lands  26 

97 

Kirton  

834 

2,814 

Leverton  

177 

599 

Old  Leake  

439 

1,494 

Sutterton  

279 

955 

Swineshead  ...  ... 

516 

1,736 

Wigtoft  

138 

467 

Wrangle  

353 

1,221 

Wyberton  

473 

1,713 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  : 

During  the  year,  20  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis 
as  follows  : — • 

Full  Bacteriological  (from  the  Water  Tower  at  Sutterton)  5 

Modified  Bacteriological  (from  dwellings  in  various 

parishes)  13 

Chemical  (from  Water  Tower  at  Sutterton)  2 

The  results  in  every  case  proved  that  the  water  was  in  all  respects 
satisfactory  as  a Public  Supply. 

Representative  results  of  analysis  are  as  follows  ; — 

1.  FULL  BACTERIOLOGICAL  taken  at  Water  Tower,  Sutterton, 
on  14th  April,  1950. 
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Quantitative  Enumeration  of  Bacteria. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°C.  1 colonies  per  1 ml. 
developed. 

On  Agar  plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°C.  3 colonies  per 
1 ml.  developed. 

Examined  for  Special  Bacteria. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  ml. 

Streptococci  absent  in  100  ml. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes absent  in  100  ml. 

2.  MODIFIED  BACTERIOLOGICAL,  taken  at  Main  Road,  Ben- 
ington  on  the  15th  February,  1950. 

Quantitative  Enumeration  of  Bacteria. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37°C.  1 colonies  per  1 ml. 
developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20° — 22°C.  5 colonies  per 
1 ml.  developed. 

Examined  for  Special  Bacteria. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  ml. 

3.  CHEMICAL,  taken  at  Water  Tower,  Sutterton,  on  the  17th  May, 
1950. 

Chemical  characters.  Parts  per  100,000. 


Total  solids  dried  at  100°C 45.9 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carbonating)  5.3 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  2.40 

Chlorine  x 1.647  = Sodium  Chloride 3.95 

Nitrites  Trace 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.02 

Saline  Ammonia  0.0014 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0044 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  6 hours  at  37 °C 0.035 

Hardness — total  27.0 

(Soap  Test) 

,,  — Temporary  ' 15.0 

,,  — Permanent  12.0 

Poisonous  Metals — Lead  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Copper  Nil. 
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SECTION  E. 


HOUSING  AND  SANITATION,  ETC. 

POST  WAR  HOUSIN(i  : 

By  December,  1950,  the  Council  had  erected  470  houses  and 
bungalows  since  the  commencement  of  the  post-war  housing  pro- 
gramme. 102  of  these  were  completed  during  1950. 


Parish. 

Site. 

Houses. 

Bungalows 

Algarkirk. 

Church  Lane. 

10 

Amber  Hill. 

Near  School. 

10 

Benington. 

Bede  Crescent. 

16 

Bicker. 

Lowgate  Avenue. 

26 

Brothertoft. 

Ferry  Lane. 

6 

Butterwick. 

Pinchbeck  Road. 

18 

Fishtoft. 

Church  Green  Road. 

16 

Fishtoft  Road. 

4 

Frampton. 

Lentons  Way. 

12 

Freiston. 

Butterwick  Road 

12 

Kirton. 

Edinburgh  Drive. 

80 

8 

Craven  Avenue. 

6 

Leverton. 

Main  Road. 

6 

Laceys  Lane. 

8 

Old  Leake. 

Commonside. 

6 

2 

Hawthorn  Road. 

46 

8 

Sutterton. 

Park  Avenue. 

20 

10 

Swineshead. 

Tarry  Hill. 

6 

Townfield  Lane. 

30 

2 

Wrangle. 

Tooley  Lane. 

26 

Bull  Drove. 

10 

Wyberton. 

Yarborough  Road. 
Solhem  Avenue. 

26 

22 

4 

Solway  Avenue 

4 

Parthian  Way. 

4 

Wigtoft. 

Main  Road. 

6 

New  houses  erected  during  1950  other  than  by  the  Local  Authority  : 

Private  Enterprise  24 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act 34 

Total  58 
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Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  unfit  for  human  occupa- 


tion   15 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  signed  to 
render  the  premises  fit  for  habitation  2 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  signed  that 
the  premises  would  not  be  relet  but  would  be  used  for 
agricultural  store  purposes  4 

Houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which  a Demolition 
Order  was  made  9 

Houses  on  which  a Demolition  Order  was  made  upon  the 

breach  of  an  undertaking  given  by  the  Owner 2 


During  the  year,  action  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  was 
enforced  chiefly  in  respect  of  houses,  the  recent  occupiers  of  which 
had  been  rehoused  by  the  Council,  which  were  considered  to  be  unfit 
and  not  repairable  at  a reasonable  cost. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  : 

Notices  were  served  upon  78  owners  to  carry  out  necessary  works 
in  order  to  render  houses  fit  for  continued  occupation.  46  hav'e  been 
satisfactorily  repaired. 

BUILDING  LICENCES  ; 

Twenty-six  dwellings  were  inspected  during  the  year  in  cases 
where  applications  had  been  submitted  for  a licence  to  execute  repairs 
which  amounted  to  over  £100.  In  each  case,  it  was  found  that  the 
work  was  necessary  and  the  licences  were  issued. 

OVERCROWDING  ; 

Many  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  investigated  during  the 
year. 

The  majority  have  been  where  additional  persons  have  taken  up 
residence  in  the  dwelling  through  marriage,  and  are  waiting  to  obtain 
homes  of  their  own.  The  Council  is  doing  its  utmost  to  provide 
accommodation,  and  during  the  year  has  housed  109  families,  59  of 
these  had  not  previously  had  a home  of  their  own.  The  Council’s 
allocation  of  houses  during  the  year  was  90,  and  in  December,  1950, 
the  number  of  applicants  tor  Council  houses  was  984. 

It  is  therefore  stressed  that  in  order  to  relieve  this  very  serious 
housing  shortage,  a higher  allocation  of  houses  to  the  Council  should 
be  considered  by  the  appropriate  Ministry. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  : 


1.  House  Scavenging. — Household  refuse  has  been  removed 
from  5,583  houses  within  the  Council’s  district.  Because  of  the  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  houses  served,  it  has  been  impossible  to 
maintain  a weekly  collection  in  the  urbanised  areas  of  Kirton,  Fishtoft, 
Frampton  and  Wyberton,  but  throughout  the  district  a.-  nine  day 
collection  has  been  steadily  maintained. 

Three  10  cubic  yard  and  one  7 cubic  yard  vehicles  with  a total 
staff  of  12  are  employed  in  carrying  out  this  service. 

The  estimated  cost  of  refuse  collection  per  house  was  £l  Is.  8jd., 
which  gives  an  estimated  cost  per  house  per  collection  of  6|d.  This 
is  an  increase  of  2/6^  and  Jd.  respectively  over  the  previous  year’s 
figures,  due  to  the  higher  expenses  incurred  in  operating  the  service, 
particularly  wages,  tyres  and  petrol. 

Periodical  surveys  have  been  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  dwellings  still  without  proper  sanitary  dustbins.  Informal  notices 
were  served  upon  owners  where  dustbins  had  not  been  provided  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  in  only  22  cases  did  the  Council  have  to 
resort  to  Statutory  Action  and  in  every  instance  dustbins  were  pro- 
vided within  the  time  specified  in  the  notice. 

Over  3,000  tons  of  household  refuse  were  collected  and  tipped 
during  the  year. 

The  filling  in  of  pits  as  in  previous  years  has  been  continued. 
Controlled  tipping  has  been  carried  out,  the  pits  being  properly 
earthed.  This  system  has  served  the  double  purpose  of  disposing 
of  refuse  at  a very  low  cost  and  reclaiming  areas  which  were  unsightly 
and  a nuisance. 

2.  Pail  Emptying. — This  section  of  public  cleansing  is  carried 
out  by  two  750  gallon  cesspool  emptying  vehicles,  each  having  a team 
of  3 men. 

During  the  year,  189  insanitary  vault  lavatories  have  been  con- 
verted to  pail  closets.  Despite  the  additional  work  this  caused,  the 
5-day  collection  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

If  during  1951  there  is  a similar  increase  in  the  number  of  pails 
requiring  to  be  emptied,  the  scheme  will  have  to  be  carefully  con- 
sidered if  the  frequency  of  collection  is  to  be  maintained. 

It  is  noted  however,  that  in  the  parishes  of  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton 
there  are  258  pails,  the  majorit}^  of  which  are  in  the  areas  in  which 
the  Council  proposes  to  provide  main  sewerage  schemes.  There- 
fore, an  early  commencement  of  these  schemes  will  assist  the  service 
to  operate  efficiently. 
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The  pail  contents  were  disposed  of  by  spreading  on  arable  land 
made  available  by  local  farmers  and  by  composting.  The  latter 
method  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  the  Council  has  approved 
the  construction  of  permanent  composting  chambers  on  a site  well 
removed  from  any  dwellings. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  service  per  house  during  the  year  was 
£1  16s.  6^d.,  giving  an  estimated  cost  of  l\d.  per  house  per  collection 
compared  with  the  previous  year  of  £1  8s.  9|d.  and  G^d.  Here  again 
the  increase  is  due  to  the  rising  cost  of  operating  the  service. 

3.  Cesspool  Emptying. — 1,494  cesspools  were  emptied  by  the 
Council’s  two  Cesspool  Emptying  vehicles,  comprising  3,085  loads 
of  effluent  (approximately  2,314,375  gallons). 

Cesspools  serving  private  dwellings  were  emptied  free  upon 
request  except  that  a more  frequent  emptying  than  once  yearly  has 
been  charged  at  a rate  of  30/-  per  emptying. 

Cesspools  serving  public  buildings  and  trade  premises  have  been 
emptied  at  a charge  of  15/-  per  hour. 

In  Decerqber,  however,  the  Council  reviewed  the  scale  of 
charges  for  this  service  and  decided  that  the  chcirge  for  service  to 
schools,  hospitals  and  non-rated  premises  be  15/-  per  hour  with  a 
minimum  charge  of  30/-  and  that  the  service  to  other  rated  heredita- 
ments (factories,  etc.)  be  £1  per  load  of  effluent  removed  in  excess 
of  two  loads  per  annum. 

388  houses  and  other  premises  were  visited  on  a chargeable  basis 
providing  a revenue  during  the  financial  year  of  £922  8s.  Id. 

The  cost  of  operating  this  service  was  estimated  at  18/8  per  load 
of  effluent  removed. 

It  is  again  necessary  to  report  that  despite  frequent  emptying, 
many  cesspools  in  the  district  fail  to  operate  efficiently  by  reason  of 
the  clay  nature  of  the  subsoil.  This  serious  nuisance  is  most  marked 
in  the  parishes  of  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton,  and  of  the  388  cesspools 
emptied  more  than  once  during  the  year,  103  of  them  were  situated 
in  these  two  parishes. 

Within  the  parish  of  Wyberton  there  is  also  serious  dyke  pollu- 
tion from  the  housing  sites.  It  seems,  therefore,  as  mentioned  in  the 
previous  annual  report,  very  necessary  for  the  installation  of  sewerage 
schemes  to  serve  the  urbanised  parts  of  these  two  parishes  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Council’s  proposals  now  lodged  with  and  awaiting 
the  consideration  of  the  Ministry  will  receive  approval  in  the  near 
future. 

The  effluent  has  been  disposed  of  in  Boston  Borough  Sewer  by 
arrangement  with  the  Borough  Council,  except  during  periods  when 
it  can  be  deposited  on  land  by  arrangements  with  farmers  in  the 
district. 
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4.  Summary  of  Scavenging  Ser\’ices 

: — 

No.  of 

Houses 

Pails 

Parish. 

Houses. 

Scavenged. 

Emptied. 

Algarkirk 

156 

154 

69 

Amber  Hill 

142 

127 

27 

Bicker 

226 

212 

70 

Benington 

150 

145 

39 

Brothertoft 

144 

134 

40 

Butterwick 

165 

158 

26 

Fishtoft 

698 

667 

93 

Frampton 

362 

304 

111 

Fosdyke 

142 

136 

102 

Freiston 

312 

301 

83 

Harts  Grounds  ... 

8 

— 

— 

Kirton 

893 

824 

390 

Leverton 

185 

182 

58 

Old  Leake 

475 

422 

91 

Pelhams  Lands 

. 28 

— 

— 

Sutterton 

....  ... 

303 

296 

137 

Swineshead 

574 

542 

192 

Wigtoft 

148 

138 

60 

Wrangle 

* 

357 

340 

113 

Wyberton 

512 

501 

165 

Totals  : 

5980 

5583 

1866 

5,  Salvage. — Despite  the  difficulty  experienced  in  disposing  of 
salvaged  rnaterials  at  an  economic  figure  during  the  early  months  of 
the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  continue  collections. 

However,  by  midyear  there  were  signs  of  increasing  market  prices 
for  waste  paper,  rags  and  bagging  due  to  increased  national  demands 
and  the  inevitable  shortage  caused  by  the  decision  of  many  Local 
Authorities  to  cease  salvage  collection. 

It  is  now,  therefore,  gratifying  to  note  that  during  the  financial 
year,  the  sum  realised  by  the  disposal  of  salvage  was  approximately 
£1,200.  The  collection  scheme  was  therefore  able,  after  paying  ex- 
penses amounting  to  £531,  to  contribute  £416  towards  house  scaveng- 
ing and  still  leave  a surplus  of  .£271. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1937  : 


Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 
prosec  uted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1.  2,  3.  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

26 

19 

3 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

75 

30 

5 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- workers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

101 

49 

8 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
case.s  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
inst  tuted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S  2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(a)  insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

3 

Nil  . 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 

1 

1 

Nil  ! 

Nil 

Nil 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

Nil 

Nd 

Nil  1 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  ... 

13 

11 

Nil  ' 

Nil 

Nil 

HOME  WORK : 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  this 
District. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  : 

Number  licensed  

Nuisances  found  to  exist 
Nuisances  abated  


68 

29 

20 


There  are  no  caravan  sites  within  the  district  and  the  majority 
of  caravans  licensed  by  the  Council  are  provided  with  a satisfactory 
water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  facilities. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949  : 

Number  of  areas  treated  by  : — 

Poisoning  158 

Gassing  6 

Trapping  Nil 

Number  of  premises  treated  on  a chargeable  basis 29 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  treated  free  135 

INSECT  INFESTATION  ; 

During  the  .year  all  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  were  sprayed  with 
tip  dressing  periodically,  to  control  flies  and  other  insect  pests. 

POLLUTION  OF  DYKES  : 

Numerous  dykes  within  the  Council’s  area,  particularly  in  the 
parishes  of  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft,  are  still  badly  polluted  by  sewage 
effluents  from  houses  having  inadequate  drainage  systems. 

Forty-two  informal  notices  had  to  be  served  during  the  year 
requesting  the  abatement  of  these  nuisances. 

HOUSING  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES  : 

The  number  of  Sewage  Works  completed  during  the  post  war 
period  and  up  to  the  end  of  1950  is  as  follows  ; — 

Parish.  No.  of  Houses  Served. 

Algarkirk  10 


Kirton 
Swineshead 
Sutterton 
Old  Leake 
Wrangle 
Butterwick 
Benington 
Bicker  ... 


88 

32 

30 

54 

26 

24 

16 

26 


Samples  of  effluents  from  the  above  kewage  works  have  been 
taken  at  frequent  intervals  and  forwarded  to  the  public  analyst  at 
Nottingham  for  examination. 
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DRAIN  TESTING  : 

Number  of  lengths  of  new  drains  tested  and  passed  ...  353 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT  AND  CARBIDE  OF 
CALCIUM  : 


Register  of  Petroleum  Licences  (December  1950). 


500  Gallons 
or  less 

Over  500  Gallons 
but  not  more 
than  1.000  Galls. 

Over  1.000  Galls. 

Total 

To  retail 

Yes  No 

9 120 

To  retail 

Yes  No 

16  12 

To  retail 

Yes  No 

13  6 

176 

Register  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  Licences  (December  1950) . 

Under  8|  cwts. 

cwts. 

Over  84  Cwts. 

Total 

To  retail 

Yes  No 

To  retail 

Yes  No 

— 5 

To  retail 

Yes  No 

5 

SECTION  F. 

/ 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  ; 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  Distributors  of  milk  registered  13 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations  1949. 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised 
milk  3 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949. 

Number  of  dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin 

tested  milk  4 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938  ; 

Food  condemned  during  the  year  included  the  following  : — 

Meat  216^  lbs. 

Tins  of  meat  ...  13 

Tin  of  apricot  pulp  1 

Granulated  sugcir  22  lbs. 
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All  the  home-killed  meat  delivered  to  butchers  within  the  district 
is  slaughtered  at  the  Boston  Borough  Slaughterhouse  and  inspected 
by  that  Authority’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  prior  to  it  being  delivered 
to  the  butchers  within  the  Council’s  area. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES— SECTION  14  : 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  preparation  of  pre- 


served foods  18 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  manufacture  of  ice- 
cream   1 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  30 

No.  of  premises  on  register  for  fish  frying 13 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING  : 

Samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  taken  from  the  ten  establish- 


ments serving  unwrapped  ice  cream  to  the  public.  These  samples 
were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Lincoln,  for 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test  and 
the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade  1 21 

Provisional  Grade  2 2 

Provisional  Grade  3 4 

Provisional  Grade  4 6 

This  test  affords  a simple  practicable  means  for  the  routine 
grading  of  the  bacteriological  cleanliness  of  ice  cream. 

Samples  falling  within  Grades  3 and  4 were  followed  up  by  the 
inspection  of  the  storage  and  of  the  serving  utensils,  and  after  advice 
had  been  given  and  a Quarternary  Ammonium  sterilent  used  for  the 
cleansing  of  the  servers,  it  was  found  that  the  samples  reached  a 
higher  grade. 

FOOD  POISONING  ; 

The  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  in  the  district  during 
the  year  were  all  members  of  the  same  family.  Unfortunately,  no 
specimens  of  the  food  which  had  been  eaten  were  available  for  exam- 
ination and  it  was  therefore  not  possible  to  identify  the  causative 
agent. 

All  the  patients  recovered  within  a few  days. 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES  : 

Number  of  licences  issued  for  the  year 7 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933  : 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtern\en  on  register,  December, 

1950  41 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES  : 


Licensed  premises  (knackers  yard)  1 


BAKEHOUSES : 

Number  on  register  21 


COUNTY  CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN  : 

Following  the  initial  inspection  of  establishments  and  discussions 
with  traders  and  trade  associations,  it  was  decided  that  in  order  to 
arouse  the  interest  of  the  whole  community,  a Clean  Food  Exhibition 
be  organised,  showing  how  the  risk  of  poisoning  by  food  contamin- 
ation could  be  minimised. 

In  a scattered  rural  area,  an  exhibition  staged  at  one  central  point 
for  a week  was  riot  worth-while.  Rural  inhabitants  will  not  travel 
great  distances  unless  transport  is  provided  and  it  was  therefore 
decided  to  pursue  the  idea  of  setting  up  a Mobile  Exhibition  which 
could  be  taken  to  the  main  villages  in  the  Council’s  area. 

The  exhibition  was  held  from  the  6th — 10th  March,  1950,  in  a 
different  parish  each  day. 

Nine  Exhibition  Stands  were  planned,  dealing  with  ; Food  and 
Drink  Infection  ; Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning  ; Kitchen  and 
Personal  Hygiene  ; Commonsense  in  the  Larder  ; Milk  Production 
and  Delivery  ; Ice  Cream  ; Wrapped  Foods  ; Cleansing  of  Equip- 
nient  and  the  Contamination  of  Food  by  Insects  and  Rodents. 

The  County  Health  Publicity  Officer  assisted  greatly  in  the 
organising  of  the  Campaign  and  by  helping  during  the  Exhibition 
week. 

The  material  was  moved  daily  by  a 3-ton  lorry  and  was  assembled 
by  the  Health  Department  Staff,  which  numbers  five,  assisted  by  the 
County  Publicity  Officer,  the  Area  Rodent  Control  Officer  and  the 
County  Milk  Production  Officer.  The  nine  stands,  which  covered 
a total  wall  space  of  approximately  80  feet,  were  assembled  in  three 
hours.' 

The  afternoons  were  devoted  to  schoolchildren  in  organised 
parties  ; and  during  the  week  almost  1,000  children  visited  the 
Exhibition,  being  conducted  round  the  stands  in  parties,  and  having 
their  Code  of  Practice  explained.  They  were  also  shown  the  films, 
” Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning  ” and  “ Old  Wives  Tales  ” deal- 
ing with  Health  and  Cleanliness.  During  the  week  it  is  estimated 
that  approximately  1,700  people  visited  the  Exhibition. 
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The  stands  which  impressed  the  public  the  most  were  those 
dealing  with  Wrapped  Foods  and  Contamination  of  Food  by  un- 
hygienic methods.  The  Hygiene  Stand  exhibiting  cultures  from  dirty 
hands,  dirty  and  clean  tea  cloths,  handkerchiefs  and  bacteria  left 
on  plates  by  flies,  in  my  opinion,  played  a major  part  in  impressing 
on  the  people,  especially  the  schoolchildren,  how  important 
personal  cleanliness  is  in  food  handling. 

Apart  from  the  filmshow  for  the  schoolchildren  in  the  afternoons, 
the  following  five  films  were  shown  to  the  general  public  during 
the  evening  sessions  : — 

“ Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning.” 

The  Good  Housewife.” 

” The  Town  Rat.” 

The  Housefly.” 

The  Story  of  D.D.T.” 

These  were  supported  by  short  talks  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  In- 
spector dealing  with  each  film. 

Prior  to  the  Exhibition  being  staged,  4,000  duplicated  leaflets, 
containing  a message  from  the  Medical  Officer  and  showing  the  times 
and  places  of  the  Exhibition  were  delivered  by  co-operative  traders, 
principally  bakers,  to  householders.  A press  interview  was  also 
arranged  and  posters  displayed  in  all  shops  which  are  supporting  the 
campaign. 

Two  important  factors  have  been  achieved  by  the  Exhibition. 
First,  the  schoolchildren  have  been  impressed  and  it  is  now  for 
the  teachers  to  keep  the  principles  of  Food  Hygiene  before  them. 
Secondly,  the  Traders  and  their  employees  who  visited  the  Exhibition 
have  before  them  a clear  picture  of  what  the  Campaign  is  out  to 
achieve. 

Since  the  Exhibition,  lectures  have  been  given  to  school- 
children  and  members  of  the  Wom.en’s  Organisations  within  the  area 
and  these  have  proved  to  be  well  worth  while.  They  have  been 
well  attended  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  the  public  are 
beginning  to  realise  how  important  it  is  to  handle  food  in  a clean 
and  hygienic  manner,  and  it  is  their  co-operation  which  will  demand 
of  the  trader  that  high  standard  of  food  cleanliness  that  is  so  essential. 

The  number  of  establishments  in  the  district  coming  within  the 
purview  of  the  campaign  is  130,  86  of  which  have  expressed  a willing- 
ness to  participate. 

These  86  establishments  have  been  inspected  and  categorised  as 
follows  : — 

Category  1 . Establishments  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

(Clean  Food  Certificates  have  been  issued  to  these 
Establishments)  29 
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Category  2.  Establishments  requiring  certain  modifica- 
tions which  could  be  carried  out  at  reasonable  cost  ...  31 

Category  3.  Establishments  requiring  structural  altera- 
tions in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements 26 

Surnmary  of  Inspections  and  Visits  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  : — 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  314 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  83 

Housing  General  ...  70 

Overcrowding  6 

Moveable  Dwellings  115 

Factories  and  Workshops  49 

Stables  and  Piggeries  15 

Nuisances  101 

Infectious  Diseases  63 

Drainage  890 

Building  Licences  26 

Rodent  Control  21 

Dustbins  (Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  373 

Refuse  Tips  98 

Scavenging  165 

Salvage  34 

Insect  Pests  31 

Dyke  Pollution  and  Cesspools  82 

Food  Premises  (other  than  those  categorised) 58 

Ice  Cream  Premises  43 

Bakehouses  17 

Butchers’  Shops  15 

Slaughterhouses  4 

Dairies  5 

Fish  Shops  26 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 279 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Appointments  Kept 144 

A.  ATKIN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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